REMINISCENCES

was a very tall man, with dark hair and sallow com*
plexion, and a distinctly commanding presence. When
the exiles of 1848 were allowed to return to their own
country Dillon came back, as I have said, and entered
once more into political life. In the House of Com-
mons he soon won friends among the English Liberals
of the more advanced order, and in particular he se-
cured the confidence, the admiration, and the friendship
of John Bright.

I was at that time editor of the * Morning Star,' and
Dillon came to see me many times, and we had long
talks over the condition of Ireland and her political
prospects. Dillon formed the idea of an alliance be-
tween the advanced Liberals of Great Britain and the
Irish Nationalist representatives, for the purpose of
common action on all questions that concerned the
political and social welfare of Ireland. I think I was
one of the first to whom he made known this idea, and
it seemed to me to contain the germs of a most desirable
political project. The Liberal members who then espe-
cially looked up to the leadership of Bright were almost
all in deep sympathy with Ireland, and were willing to
do everything in their power to secure for her an im-
proved agricultural system, religious equality, and an
extended suffrage. The definite idea of Home Rule
had not yet come up, but I may say that the best of the
men who followed John Bright at that time became de-
voted followers of Gladstone in all his efforts for the
regeneration of Ireland. The elder Dillon's idea of an
alliance between English and Scotch Radicals and Irish
Nationalists, for the improvement of Ireland's agricul-
tural and political condition, found favour with these
men, and obtained the cordial approval of Bright. It
was arranged that Bright should be invited to Ireland,
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